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Box No. I Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

(~| the intemadonal application in the language in which it was filed. 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 

purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 
I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets ^^.^^.^^^fj^^^^^ 

toOieLeh^ingOfflceinrespometoani^^^^ ori&nalfyfded andarenot 

annexed to litis report): 

I I the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-20 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on , _ 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on , 

^ the claims: 

pages -23. 25-27 as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* NONE as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 24.28-31 received by this Authority on 27 December 2005 f27,12.20Qg) 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 

13 the drawings: 

pages 1»26 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on _ 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on _ 


□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3, 13 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 


the description, pages NONE 
the claims, Nos. NONE 


the dravdngs, sheets/figs MJJilE 

the sequence listing (specif): NONE 


13 any table(s) related to the sequence listing ^specify)'. NONE 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments amiexed to this report and listed ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated m the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)), 


smce 1 


I I the description, pages . 
I I the claims, Nos.- 


I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 


I i the sequence listing {specify): 

\ I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 


* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets ma9 he marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 9 


Claims 1-8. 10-30 


_YES 
NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Industrial Applicability (lA) 


2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Please See Continuation Sheet 


Claims NONE 
Claims 1-30 


_YES 
NO 


Clmms 1-30 


Cldms NONE 


.YES 
NO 


FormPCT/IPEA/409 (Box No, V) (April 2005) 


' INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/43986 


Supplemental Box 


In case the space in ai^ of the preceding boxes is not suflicient. 
Continuation ofi 


V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 

1. aaims 1-5.7-8. 11-13. 15-16 and 29 lade novelty underPCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Lee (US Patent No. 

5.628,336)^ teaches a fest-crecting portable structure (see Fig. 2) comprising: a first and second flexible framing ro^ (3) each having 
an invertedU-SvJthLo ends (9) being non-removably connected to joint rings (5) to define abase of the portable stmcnire^ the 
toSScond S fra^g rods (1) cL^^^ 

r^ S) Sng the first and s^nd aUble framing rods respectively near b^ 

first and second flexible framing rods being crossed, and a non-divisible fiexible skm slidably connected to the imddlcs of the flexible 
framing rods by sleeves (1) which are sewn into the flexible skin. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-8. 10-15. 17-18 and 21-30 lade novelty under PCT Article 33P) as being anticipated by Griffin (PCX No. WO 
96/18789)^ teaches a fast-erecting portable structure comprising; a first, second, and ttod flexible framing rods (12) each I 
made of fS«S reinforced plastics ^dhaving inverted U-shape configuration ^,^1^ '"^L^^^'J^t^^^tJ ^ ' 
"o^ each oth^ near an apex of the inverted U-shape. the first and second flexible fiwnmg rods (12) ha^ two 
removably connected to joint rings (40) to defme a base of the portable structure, and ttie third flexible framing «^ 
second fl«dble framing rods respectively near the apex of the inverted u-shape. each of the rods arencHjointed. and a fl«obte ^^'C") 
sSy «)miected to the middl«« of the flexible framing rods by sleeves (13) which are sewn into the flexible skm. and a storap tag 
(2« having a front and back sheets having circular perimeters being connected together to define an intenor pocket and opened and 
closed by a flap (30). the flexible frame rods and the flexible skin being coUed and stowed inside of the storage bag. 
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3. Claims 1-2. 7-8. 10-16 and 29-30 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Kramer et al. (US Patent No. 

^•'^^^•^^liran.eretal teachesafast-erecting portable stn.cture(seeFig.7andn 

r« siri^ra^h tavinE an inverted U-shape and crossing each other near an apex of the inverted "-shape a Aird and a 

inverted U-shape. 


claimed. 


6. Claims 6 and 9 lack an inventive step under PCT W)^nS S^^ltent NoXo9^^^^^^ ^ 

Jennings '869 as applied in the immediately P^^f P^ta^h «j j^ach^s a portable structure 

al. and Lee disclose a portable structx^e '^^"f^^''^''f^}^^^^^^^^y'^^\o portable st^cture near apex of 

comprising a fly (12) being suppomd by a fly frarmngr^^ 

:tJi:ro?£re^:;roruTt£f^^ 

providing additional protection form raining. 
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to the middle of the third flexible framing rod and non-removably connected to the two 
ends of third flexible framing rod. 

16. The fast-erecting portable structure of claim 1 5 further comprising a fourth flexible 
framing rod formed substantially into an inverted u-shape, the fourth flexible 

5 framing rod having two ends and a middle, and wherein the fourth flexible framing 

rod crosses the first flexible framing rod and the second flexible framing rod at a 
location offeet from where the first flexible framing rod and the second flexible 
framing rod cross each other, and wherein the flexible skin is removably connected 
to the middle of flie third flexible framing rod and non-removably connected to the 

1 0 two ends of third flexible framing rod. 

17. A storage bag for storing a fast-erecting portable structure having flexible rods, the 
storage bag conq>rismg, 

a front sheet having a front sheet perimeter, a front sheet inside face, a front 
sheet outside face, an opening flap, and an opening flap perimeter, wherdn 
15 the distance between the opening flap perimeter and the front sheet perimeter 

is at least one inch, 

a back sheet having a back sheet perimeter, a back sheet inside fece, a back 
sheet outside face, and a first pocket, wherein tiie first pocket is connected to 
the back sheet inside fece near the back sheet perimeter and the front sheet 
20 perimeter is connected to the back sheet perimeter, wherein the first pocket is 

oriented to receive the ends of the flexible rods. 

18. The storage bag of claim 17 fiirther comprising a spacer having a first edge and a 
second edge, wherein the first edge of the spacer is connected to the front sheet 
perimeter and the second edge of the spacer is connected to the back sheet 
25 perimeter. 
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stufGng tiie flexible skin into tiie storage bag, and 
Closing the storage bag. 

26. A fast-erecting portable structoire syston comprising: 

a flexible skin, a first flexible framing rod having two ends and a middle, a 
5 second flexible fiaming rod having two ends and a middle, 

wherein the flexible skin is sUdably connected to the middle of the first 
flexible fiaming rod, sUdably connected to the middle of the second flexible 
frammg rod, non-removably connected to the two ends of the first flexible 
framing rods, and non-removably connected to the two ends of second 
10 flexible firaming rod, and 

wherein when the fast-erecting portable structure is released, the first flexible 
framing rod forms substantially into an inverted u-shape, and the second 
flexible fiammg rod forms substantially into an inverted u-shape, and 
wherein flie second flexible fiaming rod crosses the first flexible fiaming rod 
15 near the apex of the inverted u-shape and the flexible skin, supported by the 

first flexible fiaming rod and the second flexible fiaming rod. forms a dome 
' shape, and 

a storage bag having an interior pocket, wherein the first flexible fiaming 
rod, the second flexfljle framing rod and the flexible skin can be coUed and 
20 stowed inside the storage bag. 

27. A fast-erecting portable structure system compnsmg: 

a flexible skin, a first flexible fiaming rod having two ends and a middle, a 
second flexible fiaming rod having two ends aiid a middle, and a third 
flexible fiaming rod having two ends and a middle, 
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wherein the flexible skin is sUdably connected to the middle of the first 
flexible framing rod, sUdably connected to the middle of the second flexible 
framing rod, removably connected to the middle of the third flexible filming 
rod, non-removably connected to the two ends of the first flexible firaming 
5 rods, and non-removably connected to the two ends of second flexible 

framing rod, non-removably connected to the two ends of the diird flexible 
framing rod, and 

wherein when the fast-erecting portable structure is released, the first flexible 
framing rod fonns substantiaUy into an inverted u-shape, and the second 

10 flexible framing rod forms substantially into an inverted u-shape, the third 

flexible frammg rod forms substantially into an inverted u-shape, and 
wherein the second flexible framing rod crosses the first flexible framing rod 
and the third flexible framing rod near the apex of the inverted u-shape and 
the flexible skin, supported by the first flexible framing rod, the second 

15 flexible framing rod and the third flexible framing rod, forms a dome shape, 

8 storage bag having an interior pocket, wherwn the first flexible firaming 
rod, the second flexible firaming rod and the flexible skin can be coiled and 
stowed inside the storage bag. 

28. A fast-erecting tent system conqwising: 
20 a storage device, 

- a fast-erecting tent stored by the storage device, the fast erecting tent 

comprising a first flexible firaming rod, the first flexible framing rod having 
two ends and a middle, a second flexible flaming rod, the second flexible 
fiaming rod having two ends and a middle, a flexible skin, the flexible skin 
25 . slidably connected to the middle of the first flexible firaming rod, sUdably 

connected to the middle of the second flexible fi^mung rod, non-removably 
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connected to the two ends of the first flexible framing rods, and non- 
removably connected to the two ends of second flexible framing rod, 

wherein when the fest-erecting tent is released from the storage device, the 
fast-erecting tent springs into shape. 


29. A fast-erecting portable structure comprising: 

a first flexible framing rod framed substantially into an inverted u-shape, the 
first fl^ble framing rod having two raids and a middle, 

a second flexible framing rod formed substantially into an inverted u-shape, 
10 the second flexible framing rod having two ends and a middle, and wherein 

the second flexible framing rod crosses the first flexible framing rod near the 
apex of tibe inverted u-shape, 

a non-divisible flexible skin, the divisible flexible skin slidably connected to 
the middle of the first flexible framing rod, slidably connected to the middle 
15 of the second flexible framing rod, non-removably connected to the two ends 

of the first flexible framing rods, and non-removably connected to the two 
ends of second flexible fisming rod, 

and wherem the two ends of the first flexible firaming rod and the two ends of 
the second flexible framing rod act as a base of the fest-erecting portable 
20 structure. 

30. A fast-oecting portable structure comprising: 

a first flexible framing rod formed substantially into an inverted u-shape, the 
first flexible framing rod having two ends and a middle, the first flexible 
fiiaming rod being non-jointed, 
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t second flexible framing rod fonned substantially into an inverted u-shape. 
the second flexible framing rod having two ends and a middle, and wherein 
the second flexible framing rod crosses the first flexible framing rod near the 
apex of the mverted u-shape, the second flexible framing rod being non- 
5 jointed, 

a flexible skin, the flexible skin sUdably connected to the middle of the first 
flexible framing rod, sUdably connected to the middle of the second flexible 
framing rod, non-removably connected to the two ends of the first flexible 
framing rods, and non-removably connected to the two ends of second 
10 flexible framing rod, 

and wherein the two ends of the first flexible firaming rod and the two ends of 
the second flexible filming rod act as a base of Ibe fast-erecting portable 
stracture. 
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